
WORLD HERITAGE LISTING 

1ST ANNIVERSARY 

The inscription of the Australian Convict 
Sites, including Kingston & Arthur’s Vale 
Historic Area (KAVHA), on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage List was made one year 
ago this weekend.  The World Heritage 
Committee met in Brasilia and made its 
decision on the 31st July 2010. 
 

 
 

Norfolk Philatelic and KAVHA have 
worked in partnership to produce a stamp 
booklet to mark the first anniversary.   
 

The stamps feature contemporary views 
around Kingston in chronological order 
from the 1790s to the 1850s.  Collectively 
they tell a story of both the evolving 
philosophies of penal punishment and 
reform, and the 18th and early 19th century 
development of the town of Kingston. 
 
Each stamp and the booklet feature a 
broad arrow motif.  The broad arrow is the 
symbol most commonly associated with 
convictism, and this example is from a 
block of stone in the Commissariat Store 
museum.  The broad arrow meant that the 
property to which it was attached was the 
property of the Crown.  Its use on convict 
clothing, as one observer wrote in 1851, 
“tells a tale too plain to be misunderstood”. 

 
The booklet has a background image of 
tooled Kingston limestone (calcarenite) 
divided into two colours.  This reflects the 
convict uniforms sometimes worn that 
were vertically divided into black and 
yellow (known as a canary) or black and 
white (known as a magpie). 



 
One of the booklet covers, with a beautiful 
aerial picture of Kingston, is titled in 
Norf’k laengwij.  This acknowledges the 
listing by UNESCO of the language as 
endangered and their encouragement of 
its continuing use, and is in accordance 
with KAVHA’s interpretation plan that 
requires greater use of Norf’k in our signs 
and publications.  It also recognises that 
Norf’k is and will remain the native tongue 
of many of the stewards of the Historic 
Area, both dis dieh en morla. 

 
Another panel on the booklet lists all 11 of 
the partners that make up the Australian 
Convict Sites (ACS), summarises the 
outstanding universal values for which the 
ACS is listed, and acknowledges the work 
of the KAVHA Team who manage this vital 
legacy. 
 
The stamps and First Day Cover are sure 
to be coveted and highly collectable 
around Australia and elsewhere, so don’t 
miss out when they go on sale at the Post 
Office this Monday, 1st August. 
 

The stamps were locally designed by Rob 
Nisbet of 2899 Design, and printed by 
Southern Colour Print in Dunedin.  The 
booklet contains 12 x 60 cent stamps 
selling for $7.20, and the First Day Cover 
retails for $7.75 

 
EXHIBITION OPEN ON SUNDAY 

The Australian Convict Sites exhibition, 
prepared by our partner site Fremantle 
Prison, will be open this Sunday 31st July, 

between 10am and 3pm, in the Annexe 
behind No 11 Quality Row.  The exhibition 
is usually only open on week-days, so 
don’t miss this one-off chance for a 
weekend viewing.  Admission is Free, and 
everyone is very welcome. 
 

SOME BENEFITS OF INSCRIPTION 

A lot has happened in our first ‘world 
year’.  Some highlights have been the 
opening of the new KAVHA Public 
Research Centre, which now has a 
dedicated following on and off island; re-
opening the refurbished No 9 Annexe 
facilities for tour operators and event 
organisers; establishment of the KAVHA 
Archives to preserve four decades of 
records of the restoration and 
conservation programs; the gradually 
increasing presence of free, independent 
travellers (FITs) as indicated by visitors to 
the ACS exhibition (weekly numbers have 
nearly doubled in the 10 weeks since the 
exhibition opened); access to Federal 
grant funding that has secured funds for 
replacing the leaky New Military Barracks 
roof, and for the new annual Australian 
Heritage Festival; participation in the 
preparation of an ACS tourism linkages 
project that will increase visitor numbers 
across all the sites; completion of a new 
Interpretation Strategy that emphasises 
KAVHA’s national and world heritage 
values; the recent TAFE World Heritage 
Tour Guides course that provided 
nationally accredited professional 
vocational training for guides; and, of 
course, the new ‘Welcome to KAVHA 
World Heritage Site’ signs at the Dam and 
Bloody Bridge that now let visitors know 
when they are actually in the Historic 
Area. 

 
This (and more) has all been quiet work, 
laying foundations for the future.  There 
hasn’t been a lot of razzamatazz, just a 
dedicated team getting on with the job.  I 



thank the KAVHA Board members, every 
member of the KAVHA team for their 
dedication and hard work, the whole 
Norfolk Island community for their 
support, and all ten of our partner sites in 
New South Wales, Tasmania and Western 
Australia.  I remain confident that for this 

world heritage site, the best is yet to come.  
Happy first world birthday! 
 

Bruce Baskerville 

Site Manager – 23101 

bbaskerville@admin.gov.nf 

 
 


